
Sarah Murley's Studio Policy and Information  
~ 

My Teaching Philosophy  

My goal as a Suzuki violin teacher is to train and develop each of my student into exceptional 
people with the ability to do great things, through a proficiency in the violin as an instrument, 
and a love and ease in music and the classical-artistic world. Weekly lessons cultivate the student 
one-on-one with tailored lesson plans and activities as well as generate a comfortable 
relationship between student, teacher and parent. Parents are required to attend both private 
lessons and group classes until it is deemed appropriate for the student to come alone. Students 
can also be trained towards RCM exams and competitions if it is so desired. 

 
My background training includes Suzuki violin lessons from a young age, Suzuki teacher 
development.  I am currently pursuing a Bachelor of Music at the University of Toronto, and 
have completed the RCM Violin Grade 10 exam as well as the requisite History and Theory 
courses. Performances have included playing with the Richmond Hill Philharmonic Orchestra, 
the Greater Toronto Philharmonic Orchestra, Sine Nominae and the Trillium Ensemble, both 
small GTA-based chamber music ensembles, the University of Toronto Chamber Orchestra and 
many other performance outlets. I am a member of the Suzuki Association of the Americas, and 
am constantly looking to further my teaching ability in teacher development courses, seminars 
and personal lessons.  

Contact info:  

Sarah Murley  

Phone: 647.456.9962 

Email address: sarah@murley.ca  

Website: www.sarahmurley.ca  



Studio Information:  

1. Equipment needed for lessons and practicing at home:  

A violin outfit (violin, bow and case) will be needed later on, however at first, young students 
will use a box violin and dowel bow to accustom them to holding and practicing on something of 
that size. The box violin and dowel bow will be shown at the first lesson.  

Once the time is right, I will direct you in renting/buying a violin outfit.  After a certain level has 
been achieved, the student will need a music stand, for holding sight reading and sheet music, as 
well as a metronome, a dedicated violin pencil and eraser. 

2. Lessons:  

Please be on-time for your lesson, if you are late, you will only be taught for the remainder of 
your lesson time, or as my time permits.  Plan on arriving and being inside 5 minutes before the 
lesson is to start, and enter quietly as a courtesy to the prior lesson if there is one.  

Hands need to be clean and nails trimmed short prior to the start of the lesson time.  Please be 
mindful of the clothes you are wearing and stay away from big hoods, slippery fabrics, cowls, 
scarves or collars that make holding the violin on the shoulder difficult.   

Parents are required to attend their student’s lessons until it is deemed appropriate for the student 
to come alone.  Please come prepared to take notes, as the Suzuki method is successful when the 
parent is involved with the lessons.  Please keep your cellphone use to a minimum while in the 
lesson, keep it on mute and take calls outside. 

Please come prepared for your lesson.  Listen to the CD during the week, bring all your material 
to lessons and practice at least 5 days a week.  Students who listen to the CD on a regular basis 
progress much faster and learn the repertoire easier.   

Lesson time agreed upon by the student and teacher belongs to that student for the duration of 
the school year, unless schedules change and a new lesson time is required.  Please be respectful 
of my time and other student’s times before asking for another long-term weekly lesson time.  

Lessons run for the entire school year with a few exceptions. Lessons will be cancelled for all 
statutory holidays: Labour Day, Thanksgiving Day, Family Day, Good Friday, and Victoria Day. 
There is also a two week break during Christmas and New Years Day, as well as a two week 
break during March Break. Students are responsible to attend their weekly lessons during the 
school year. 



Any other regularly scheduled lessons that are canceled or missed by the student for any reason 
are encouraged to be re-scheduled as the missed or canceled lesson will be charged as usual.  See 
the cancellation policy below.   
 
All Suzuki music books and Suzuki CDs will be paid for at the student's expense. Supplemental 
lesson material can be borrowed from my personal library, unless unavailable.  Students are 
required to bring ALL music books and materials they are currently using to the lesson.  There 
are a few stores and shops in Toronto that deal specifically with strings.  I suggest shopping at 
Remenyi House of Music and The Soundpost in Toronto, or Cosmo Music in Richmond Hill. 

3. Lesson lengths:  

The lesson lengths below are shown in relation to the age of the student. However, an older 
student, showing proficiency in talent, skill and practicing merits a longer lesson to achieve 
more.  

2-4 years old: 20 minutes  
4 - 10 years old: 30 minutes  
10 - 15 years old: 45 minutes  
15+: 60 minutes  

*Theory lessons are minimum 45 min long, and follow the same tuition fees as instrumental 
lessons.   

4. Tuition:  

Payment is due on the 1st lesson of each month, for the number of lessons within the month.  A 
$7 late fee will incur for payment made past the 10th of the month.   

Payment can be made by Interac e-transfer (preferred), cheque, or cash (although not preferred). 
 
An invoice will be emailed to you before the 1st lesson of each month. 
 
Any extra lessons not included in the regular set of monthly lessons must be paid at the lesson, 
and will be included in the next month’s invoice for tracking purposes. 

NEW STUDENTS AS OF MAY 31, 2016 CHARGED: 
30 min- $25 



45 min- $32 
60 min- $45 
 

5. Cancelation and Re-scheduling Policy:  

Payment will still be required for lessons cancelled within 24 hours of the lesson start time. 
 
Please keep the number of missed and/or rescheduled lessons to a minimum, after 3 cancellations 
or reschedules, a $10 fee will be added to your tuition for each lesson missed or rescheduled by 
you. 

If I need to reschedule, it will be made up as my time and schedule permits.   
If you wish to no longer continue lessons with me, please be advised that you will need to pay 
for the rest of the lessons if you do not wish to attend the rest of the month’s lessons or continue 
lessons until the end of that month.   

Please note: By deciding to take lessons with me, you are agreeing to my studio policy, and all 
that pertains to it.  Please be mindful of my time, your time and/or your child’s time, and act 
accordingly and responsibly.  My time is as valuable as your child’s other teachers, or any 
business associate you come in contact with.  Please consider the lessons with me as a business 
agreement between teacher, parent and child and act accordingly.  


